
 

   

 

 

Sunday, November 17, 2024, 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Congregational Church  

on Mercer Island 

We strive to be a forward-looking community. 

Where God is all-loving and inclusive. 

Where people are welcomed and accepted as they are. 

Where our minds are nourished as much as our souls. 

Where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary. 

 

Where together we grow a just and peaceful world. 

 

ALL HYMNS INCLUDED AT THE END OF THIS 

BULLETIN 

Sunday, August 9, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 



Prelude                                                                                      Yuan Zhou 

Introit       Peace Be Still                           Hope Darst  

Call to Worship                                                             Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens.” 
We come seeking rest for our souls. 
We come carrying the weight of expectations, responsibilities, and worries. 
We come trusting that we do not have to carry them alone. 
Jesus invites us to take up a different yoke—a yoke shaped by love and grace. 
Today we receive the gift of Sabbath. Today we rest in God’s presence. 
 
Opening Hymn       #53                                             Morning Has Broken 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                  Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Passing of the Peace                                                                    Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Hymn        #259                               Spirit of the Living God 
 
Reading        Matthew 11: 28-30                                          Read by Diane Calvert 
 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 
 
Reading    Excerpt from A Blessing for When You Feel Like the World Rests on Your 
Shoulders by Kate Bowler                        Read by Diane Calvert 
 
God, I know that what I am trying to carry is far too much, but I don’t know what 
else to do. O God help me. 
God have mercy. Christ have mercy. Spirit have mercy. 
Blessed are we who say, Jesus, I’m taking You at Your word. I am coming to You 
just as I am, almost worn out, craving rest, but still tempted to keep going like I 
always do, propelled from one task to the next as if the world depended on it. But 
I know this can’t go on, for this kind of energy is a harsh driver. 
Blessed are we, quietly closing the door, willing to fold ourselves into the small 
space that is the present moment, and trust that it is Your desire, o God, that we 



no longer be driven, but led. 
So God, slow me down. Place Your hand on me and calm the beating of my heart, 
deepen my breathing and quiet my mind so I can catch up with myself, and feel 
what I feel, know what I know, and remember whose world it is that is holding me 
up, and not the other way around. 
Suddenly it is the truest thing in the world that this small enclosure with You here 
is the spacious place where little is enough, and I know in a new way that not 
everything has to be done, and not everything has to be done by me. I begin to 
see that it is my limits as well as my gifts that can shape the natural contours of 
what is mine to hold, and mine to do. 
God have mercy. Christ have mercy. Spirit have mercy. 
Depend on it. God will take care of all that you can’t. And you too, dear one. 
 
Sermon  “The Rest We Cannot Earn”                        Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Anthem   Bridge Over Troubled Water                         Simon & Garfunkel 
       
Prayers                                                               Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Loving Creator we honor you, and we honor all that you have made. Renew the 
whole world in the image of your love. Give us what we need for today, and a 
hunger to see the whole world fed. Strengthen us for what lies ahead; heal us 
from the hurts of the past; give us courage to follow your call in this moment. 
For your love is the only power, the only home, the only honor we need, in this 
world and in the world to come. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                                        You Are Mine  
 
Blessing                                                               Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Aug 19, 8:30 am – Book Talk with Suzanne 
Aug 19, 6:30 pm – Wild Church 
Aug 23, after service – Council Meeting 
Aug 30, after service – Sandwich making for Operation Nightwatch 
 
Sep 6, 10:30 am – Holy Communion ALL WELCOME 
Sep 12, 9:00 am – Women’s Breakfast 
 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE UPSTAIRS 
Bring your children up, we’d love to look after them during worship! 

 
 
 
To make a gift to the church, scan the QR code below with the camera on your 
smartphone and you will be directed to the appropriate link on the church 
website. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Pastor     Rev. Jennifer Castle 
             Music Director    Deeji Killian 
             Administrator    Janet Morris 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
office@ucc-ccmi.org   206-232-7800  www.ucc-ccmi.org 

http://www.ucc-ccmi.org/


   

 



 



                                                        


