
 

   

 

 

Sunday, November 17, 2024, 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Congregational Church  

on Mercer Island 

We strive to be a forward-looking community. 

Where God is all-loving and inclusive. 

Where people are welcomed and accepted as they are. 

Where our minds are nourished as much as our souls. 

Where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary. 

 

Where together we grow a just and peaceful world. 

 

ALL HYMNS INCLUDED AT THE END OF THIS 

BULLETIN 

Sunday, July 12, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 



Prelude                                                                                     Mark Rabe 

Introit                  Come To My Garden                 from The Secret Garden  
                                                                                       by Marsha Norman & Lucy Simon 

Call to Worship                                                                     Rev. Jennifer Castle 

Come, people of God, and receive again the good news: God is always sowing 
seeds of love, hope, mercy, and new life. 
We come, not because we have perfect hearts, but because God never stops 
planting grace within us. 
The Holy One scatters blessing without measuring worthiness, without calculating 
success, without withholding love. 
God's mercy falls on every landscape of our lives. 
Whether we come joyful or weary, confident or uncertain, ready or reluctant— 
God welcomes us with extravagant love. Let us worship together. 
 
Opening Hymn       #684                           We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                  Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Passing of the Peace                                                                    Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Hymn          #245                 Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 
 
Reading                            Matthew 13: 1-9             Read by Barb Miller 
 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no 
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If you have ears, hear!” 
 
 
 
 



Reading            Blessing for the Sower by Kate Bowler                  Read by Barb Miller 
 
Blessed are we who scatter seed into uncertain soil, 
who labor without guarantees. 
Blessed are we who trust God with tomorrow, 
and keep sowing anyway. 
 
Sermon  “Keep Sowing Anyway”                      Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Anthem          Garden Song                                     David Mallett 
       
Prayers  
 
Loving Creator we honor you, and we honor all that you have made. Renew the 
whole world in the image of your love. Give us what we need for today, and a 
hunger to see the whole world fed. Strengthen us for what lies ahead; heal us 
from the hurts of the past; give us courage to follow your call in this moment. 
For your love is the only power, the only home, the only honor we need, in this 
world and in the world to come. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn        #714                                For the Fruit of All Creation 

 
Blessing                                                               Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
July 11, 10:30 am – 3:00 pm – Summer Celebration  
                                                      Mercerdale Park 
July 15, 8:30 am – Book Talk with Suzanne via Zoom 
July 15, 7:00 pm – Wild Church 
July 19, after service – Sandwich making for Operation Nightwatch 
July 20, 7:00 pm – Council Meeting 
July 30, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Pride Night in the Park  
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE UPSTAIRS 
Bring your children up, we’d love to look after them during worship! 

 
 



 
To make a gift to the church, scan the QR code below with the camera on your 
smartphone and you will be directed to the appropriate link on the church 
website. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Pastor     Rev. Jennifer Castle 
             Music Director    Deeji Killian 
             Administrator    Janet Morris 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
office@ucc-ccmi.org   206-232-7800  www.ucc-ccmi.org 

http://www.ucc-ccmi.org/


   





                                                      


