
 

   

 

 

Sunday, November 17, 2024, 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Congregational Church  

on Mercer Island 

We strive to be a forward-looking community. 

Where God is all-loving and inclusive. 

Where people are welcomed and accepted as they are. 

Where our minds are nourished as much as our souls. 

Where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary. 

 

Where together we grow a just and peaceful world. 

 

ALL HYMNS INCLUDED AT THE END OF THIS 

BULLETIN 

Sunday, June 21, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 



Prelude                                                                               Yuan Zhou 

Introit  Somewhere Over the Rainbow 

Call to Worship                                          Rev. Jennifer Castle 

Come, beloved of God, exactly as you are. 
We come, fearfully and wonderfully made. 
We give thanks for the fathers and father figures who have nurtured and guided 
us. 
We come, held in the love that created us. 
Come, all who have been welcomed and all who have been turned away. 
Here we remember that God's welcome is wide and God's love is for all. 
Come, for there is no darkness that can hide us from God. 
We gather in the light of divine love and grace. 
Let us worship God. 

Opening Hymn             #70               God of the Sparrow God of the Whale 
                                                                                                                 (verses 1, 3, 5, & 6) 

Welcome and Announcements                                                  Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Passing of the Peace                                                                    Rev. Jennifer Castle 
 
Hymn                                      #75                 I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
 
Reading          Jesus at the Gay Bar by Jay Hulme                 Read by Donna Polehn 
He’s here in the midst of it - 
right at the center of the dance floor, 
robes hitched up to His knees 
to make it easy to spin. 
 
At some point in the evening 
a boy will touch the hem of His robe 
and beg to be healed, beg to be  
anything other than this; 
 
and He will reach His arms out, 
sweat-damp, and weary from dance. 
He’ll cup this boy’s face in His hand 
and say, 



 
my beautiful child 
there is nothing in this heart of yours 
that ever needs to be healed.  
 
Reading                           Psalm 139: 12-18                            Read by Donna Polehn 
 
Even the darkness is not dark to you;  
the night is as bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light to you. 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 
My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed. 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
I come to the end—I am still with you. 
 
Sermon             “Pride, Flags, Rainbows and the Angels”                     Buck Rowland 
 
Anthem   Hold Thou My Hand 
 
Prayers  
Loving Creator we honor you, and we honor all that you have made. Renew the 
whole world in the image of your love. Give us what we need for today, and a 
hunger to see the whole world fed. Strengthen us for what lies ahead; heal us 
from the hurts of the past; give us courage to follow your call in this moment. 
For your love is the only power, the only home, the only honor we need, in this 
world and in the world to come. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn         #431                           Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

Blessing                               Rev. Jennifer Castle 



Upcoming Events: 
 
June 21, noon – Summer Solstice Wild Church 
June 28, after service – Land Sale Vote 
July 5, 10:30 am – Holy Communion – ALL WELCOME! 
July 11, 9:00 am – Women’s Breakfast 
July 11, 10:00 am – Summer Celebration 
July 15, 8:30 am – Book Talk with Suzanne via Zoom 
July 19, after service – Sandwich making for Operation Nightwatch 
July 20, 7:00 pm – Council Meeting 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE UPSTAIRS 
Bring your children up, we’d love to look after them during worship! 

 
To make a gift to the church, scan the QR code below with the camera on your 
smartphone and you will be directed to the appropriate link on the church 
website. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Pastor     Rev. Jennifer Castle 
             Music Director    Deeji Killian 
             Administrator    Janet Morris 

4545 Island Crest Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
office@ucc-ccmi.org   206-232-7800  www.ucc-ccmi.org 

http://www.ucc-ccmi.org/


   

 



 



 



                                             


