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Happy New Year,

Dear Friends,

Biblically, when you think of the number forty, what stories come to mind? Noah,
his family and the animals traveling aimlessly in the ark, yet guided by currents and
winds that led them to Mt. Ararat? Do you think of the Hebrew people wandering in
the wilderness? Do you think of Elijah, running away from the wrath of Jezebel?
Maybe your thoughts go to Jesus, being rushed to the wilderness after his baptism,
and tempted for forty days? In the Bible, the number forty is a metaphor for trans-
formation. It is a metaphor representing a journey that a person or community is embarking on or
engaging in life.

Lent is intentionally set up to last forty days (not including Sundays) for a Christian pilgrim to fo-
cus on their spiritual and earthly walk. Some Christians see Lent as a time to sacrifice or give some-
thing up. That is part of the tradition. | like to see Lent as a time where | force myself to intentionally
reflect on how | am leading my Christian life. Where in my spiritual life have | gotten complacent or
lazy? | look at my life and ask, How am | obeying Christ's command to nourish his people? How am |
obeying his command to speak out against spiritual and social injustices? | also reflect on my relation-
ship with Mike and the kids. How am | being a good husband, a good father? How am | bringing
nourishment and life to these relationships?

How about you? How do you view or engage in Lent? Do you? During the Ash Wednesday ser-
vice, the people who attended took a small stone from the altar. They were instructed to carry the
stone wherever they go for the next forty days. The stone is to act as a reminder that they are in Lent.
The stone is to remind them of their spiritual responsibility to take each day in Lent and reflect on
their Christian, spiritual, and earthly walk. To be honest about the things they needed to release:
guilt, anger, fear, insecurities. To be honest about things they need to take on: prayer, reading, reflec-
tion, letting go, and so forth. Then at the Sunrise service, they are to bring their stone and we will
throw them into the woods, as a symbol of releasing the things that bind us and hold us back in our
spiritual and earthly life.

So, I encourage you to find a small stone, pray on it that God would use it to remind you of the
commandments God has written on your hearts to obey and celebrate. Use this small stone to re-
mind you every day that you are a child of God, whom God is relying on to spread the gospel of
Christ’s love through words and deeds.

May Christ be in your hearts this Lenten journey and every day.

Pastor Mark



Children’s and youth ministries
By Jessica Howard

Brothers and Sisters,

March is a fun and relaxing
month for youth ministry;
we're getting ready for Eas-
ter but spending quality
time reconnecting with the
youth about the joys of new
beginnings and the story of Christ’s resurrec-
tion.

The Elementary School Youth Group has
three members now and we’re advertising all
the time for more little ones! This month we'll
be talking about the temptation of Christ as
well as leading into the story of Easter. We'll
be doing crafts and reading stories that are
Easter-related.

The Middle School Youth Group has big
plans for a fun St. Patrick’s Day party at Skate
King in March. We'll be having pizza after-
ward and this is a great time for middle school
youth to bring a friend! Debbie Hanson is
helping to sponsor and organize this event.

Id like to take a moment to thank Timo-
thy Malcham for all his help and support with
the Middle School Youth Group this year, he
has been a lifesaver for me, and has made the
group possible because we’ve needed more
supervision so badly.

We're still on the lookout for more leaders
and supervisors. If you volunteered, it would
mostly be just to sit and watch and make sure
everyone is safe, | don’t expect volunteers to
necessarily lead the group in any activities un-
less someone wanted to and then it would be
very welcome!

At the end of February the High School
Youth Group went to Covenant Shores and sat
and talked with some of the residents in the
assisted living facility. The youth came away
with a renewed sense of comfort talking to
people they don’t necessarily know and get-
ting to know new ideas and ways of commu-
nicating. | was proud of them for pulling them-

selves out of their comfort zones. We'll defi-
nitely be back in the future!

| have a renewed sense of faith in the
children’s programming as we have such a
large Christian Education Committee this year.
There are new ideas and a spirit of hope is
definitely permeating the group. As always,
please feel free to leave me questions or
comments about our programs and be sure to
let friends and family with children and youth
know what we're doing here at CCMI!

Blessings,
Jessica Howard

Contact Jessica: 425-239-4186
jessica@ucc-ccmi.org

Toddler’s Preschool
Robert Gidley

You may have noticed that on Wed and
Thu there’s a passel of kids and parents run-
ning around downstairs (I've certainly no-
ticed!). | always thought it was just a day care,
but it turns out to be much cooler than that.

It’s a school, not for toddlers, but for their
parents. Run through Bellevue College, it’s for
parents of one-year-old toddlers. They bring
their little ones and help them learn with the
assistance of trained teachers.

The basic philosophy is that children are
naturally scientists. They learn by exploring,
and the toddler school supports this by provid-
ing “rich sensory experiences” (lots of stuff to
touch, smell and look at).

They paint, they sing, they play with
dough, they play with water (one week, our
freezer was full of ice sculptures). It’s also a
place where parents can commiserate with
other parents of small children.

If you know somebody with a toddler,
have them check out the program at
bellevuecollege.edu/parented/ or 425-564-

2365.
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Council highlights

Submitted by Suzanne Sanderson

Diane said the Easter Sunrise Service will
be held in the amphitheater, weather permit-
ting. Fellowship will host the traditional Palm
Sunday Brunch. Again this year, we will not be
decorating with Easter lilies since a member of
the choir is quite allergic to them.

Debbie Brown has joined the Endowment
Committee.

Suzanne requested that people email her
(mailto:suzannesan@speedymail.org) with
their views on guest preachers and recom-
mendations for future preachers and speakers.

MINUTES OF TRUSTEES MEETING

Jim Marich

Status of the Parsonage: Pat Braman

stated that she and Dan had walked through
the parsonage and found it in excellent shape.
It is being well maintained. The tenants again
stated that they would like to have a chance to
purchase the home when it is put up for sale.

“Lower 40” Status: A large maple tree at
the back of the church will be removed, pend-
ing a reasonable price. Several work parties will
be planned this spring and summer to keep
trails and cleared areas from growing over.

Painting Status (interior and exterior):
Mark discussed his plans for patching holes and
painting in the Downcenter. Using tacks or nails
to display material will be forbidden. Tack strips
will be installed to prevent marring of the newly
painted walls. We are investigating replacement
floor coverings in the Downcenter, which will be
more amenable to repair in the event of spills,
etc. Pat Braman volunteered to look into solu-
tions Plans for exterior painting await better
weather and organization of a fund-raiser, asking
the congregation to buy cans of paint.

New Business: Mark asked that some pro-
vision be made at the top of the amphitheater
for those who cannot negotiate the steps and
wish to take part in the worship service when
conducted there. He suggested removing the
neglected flower boxes and making some sort

of platform or prepared surface amenable to
chairs closer to the action.

DIACONATE MINUTES
Diane Calvert

Bob Wiley, though he is not a member of
the Diaconate, has volunteered to oversee the
Ushers for the coming year. Head Usher will
stay in the back to seat latecomers. Bob is also
requesting a form of some kind to assist in the
attendee count each Sunday.

Erich asked that the congregation not be
dismissed before the Benediction has been sung
by the Choir. A note will be inserted in the Bul-
letin asking the congregation to remain quiet
and not start leaving until the Choir is finished.

A question about the singing of “Amen” at
the end of hymns was discussed and Erich en-
lightened the Diaconate with the fact that this
is a discretionary practice and that he will at-
tempt to pick and choose hymns where
“Amen” will be sung.

Carol Sanders has offered to coordinate
the Communion Servers for the coming year.
In March we will be serving Communion by
Intinction.

SOCIAL OUTREACH MEETING
Elta Loy

We reviewed our purpose of making small
differences in the world. Using a prepared
spreadsheet we talked through each of our
projects to introduce them to the new people.
Each member talked about specific projects of
which they head. We were pleased with the
January Farestart evening in which 19 mem-
bers of the congregation participated.

We discussed having a Social Outreach
Sunday under Suzanne Sanderson’s schedul-
ing of guest speakers. We agreed that we
would like to do another Sunday this year.

A knitting project for the military seems to
have good interest in members of the congre-
gation. Deb Jacobson and Elta will further pur-
sue this to see the amount of interest there is
among the church members. Knitting helmet
liners to be sent to Iraq and Afghanistan might
be the main project to start this group.
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Art Exhibit Opening
Cheryl Malcham

The nationally award-winning artist Doro-
thy Drum will have her first Pacific Northwest
Art Exhibit from Mar 19 to Apr 30 right here at
CCMI(!).

Ms. Drum has won over 200 awards for
her art in national shows from Sarasota, FL, to
Sedona, AZ, to San Diego, CA. The exhibit
will include an exciting array of watercolors,
inks, and mixed media.

Dorothy Drum with one of her artworks

Now residing in Bothell, Ms. Drum con-
tinues to paint and teach workshops, as well as
passing along artistic talent to her grandson,
Timothy Malcham.

You are invited to the official opening and
Artist's Reception on Friday evening, March
19, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. Invite family and
friends and enjoy light hors d'oeuvres and re-
freshments (including wine). At the same time,
help us show off CCMI!

A Dorothy Drum painting

Donald Robertson Memorial
Pete Robertson

Lois and |, along with our daughter, Nor-
ma, wish to express our deep and sincere ap-
preciation for the outpouring of love, support,
and caring we have received from this congre-
gation in connection with the death of our
son/brother, Donald. The cards, notes, flow-
ers, hugs, and expressions of sympathy at this
time have meant a great deal to us. We are
certain that Pascale, Aline, and Amelia also
join us in our gratitude. Laura Gregg and
Robert Gidley provided valuable assistance
with logistical matters. Jane and John Nelson
along with Carole Taylor ably “fed the five
thousand.”

We have been moved by the way in
which the congregation has embraced Lesley
McGrew and Draughn Rial along with the
members of the various communities in which
Donald was an active and much loved mem-
ber. We talk about outreach in terms of sup-
porting a Tent City or similar organizations.
But, welcoming in love members of these
groups at a time when they were experiencing
sorrow and pain is also a very valuable form of
outreach.

Not enough can be said for the example
set by Pastor Mark as he ministered to these
diverse groups in an inclusive fashion. We
have heard many positive comments from
members of these groups for the thoughtful
and caring manner in which Mark planned
and conducted Donald’s memorial service. It
is our hope and expectation that Lesley and
Draughn may join us in worship from time to
time.
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From The CE Committee

Have you thought about teaching Sunday
school but were afraid to go it alone? Did you
know you don’t have to?

Jessica would love to have you assist her in
the classroom. She is the regular K-5" grade
Sunday School teacher every Sunday, except
one Sunday a month. The CE committee and
Jessica believe it is important to kids to have a
strong, familiar relationship with their weekly
teacher. This bond and sense of security
deepens their learning experience.

But we need to have two adults in the
classroom, and we want members of the con-
gregation to better know the children and
youth who are part of our faith community.
Jessica plans and implements the curriculum
each week. The assistant gets to just enjoy the
kids and the experience!

Please consider assistant teaching a few
Sundays this year; and don't put it off! We
need you now! We truly believe you will dis-
cover just how fun and gratifying being with
these children can be. Please feel free to talk
to anyone on the CE committee, or Jessica, if
you have any questions. Thank you!

Donna Ellis, Debbie Hanson, Linda Jack,
Glenn Hall, Terry Pottmeyer, Cassie Benz

i

Passover Seder March 29

This year, Passover begins on the evening
of Monday, March 29 (the day after Palm
Sunday). Once again, Jim and Barb Miller in-
vite the church family to share their annual
Passover Seder, an evening of ritual, food, and
fellowship in recounting the Israelites” passage
from slavery under Pharaoh to the freedom of
the wilderness and the journey to the Prom-
ised Land.

For convenience, we will hold the Seder at
the church, sitting down at sunset, which falls
at 6:35 PM in Seattle. (The actual meal is pre-
ceded by about half an hour of reading and
singing, with a few ritual foods near the end of
that period, so plan your appetite
accordingly.)

A signup sheet will be posted outside the
office so that we know how many people to
expect, and who might be able to help bring
food. If you have any questions, feel free to
ask Barb or Jim, e-mail bmill07 @comast.net,
phone 425-373-5415.

Grubby Sunday

On Mar 14, come to church in your work
clothes! You'll not only be doing the work of
the Lord, but you'll also have the opportunity
to help clean up the church grounds.

(You can also come to church in your nice
clothes and change into your grubby clothes
afterwards. Your choice.)

Also, bring your gardening tools and work
gloves (and any extras you may have to share).

You'll be able to work out your Lenten ag-
gressions on the weeds (feeling cranky after
four weeks without coffee or chocolate?) and
make the church look nicer.

You can choose whether you want to
work on the front lawn, side lawn, or venture
out into the Lower 40 and tackle weeds there.

We figure the fun and weeding will last
about two hours, at which point everyone will
be tired and dirty and ready to pack it in.
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Confirmation class

In the olden days (back when years only
had three digits), you had to be an adult to be
baptized, so you knew exactly what you were
getting into.

Then people started worrying about ba-
bies. What happened if a baby died before it
was baptized? It couldn’t get into heaven! So
babies started getting baptized.

But then the issue arose that most babies
didn’t really know what they were doing when
they got baptized, and how did we know that
they really were Christians?

So Confirmation came along, where
people who were baptized as babies would
“confirm” that they really were Christians and
knew what they were getting into.

Modern Confirmation classes do more
than just ask if people are really serious. They
also educate and explore some of the stickier
issues about being a Christian in the 21*
Century.

CCMI will be holding Confirmation classes
in cooperation with Bellevue First Congrega-
tional Church starting in May and running for
one year. A confirmation ceremony will be
held in May of 2011.

The classes will meet once per month, and
last two hours. The first class will be May 16,
and the deadline for signing up is Easter,

Apr 4.

They classes are for students aged 13 to 18
and they should plan on attending all monthly
classes (anyone missing more than two classes
will be dropped from the class). Students will
also need to purchase a book for the class.

To sign up, or for more details, contact
Pastor Mark (206-902-8542).

Knitters, Crocheters, Unite

Come and join us in a knitting group that
we are now forming. We have over 12 people
interested in coming together to knit and cro-
chet different projects.

Join us on the ground floor of this exciting
social ministry! But first, we need to decide a
few things:

e Shall we meet at the church?
e Shall we meet at someone's home?
e  When is a good time to meet?

No experience necessary, come and learn.
Social Outreach is sponsoring this group and
some of us will knit helmet liners for our ser-
vicemen and women, some will knit hats for
the homeless, some will knit or crochet items
for family members.

Mostly, we want to join together, socialize,
enjoy each other's company. Questions? Call
Deb Fredrickson (206-420-8365) or Elta Loy
(206-232-0356).

This is what a helmet liner looks like

Helmet liner with helmet
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All in the family
By Carole Taylor

The Prayer Chain team invites you to join
us in praying for recovery and God'’s peace for
the following members of our faith family:

¥ Anne Edmonds
Marilyn Campbell
Alex Bennett
Robertson Family
Karen Kasonic
Elinor Smith

Patty Gerard

¥ Robert Liberty

% % % =+ = B

And last, but certainly not least, for Pastor
Mark: Prayers for healing and the good sense
to not overdo it are appreciated

If you have any requests for prayers please
call or email Carole Taylor, 425-827-3906,
taylorskiers@comcast.net. We are now using
email for those who have it and telephone for
those who don’t. We have 3 teams of 5 mem-
bers each and would love to add more to the
chain.

Masthead

The BRIDGE is a monthly publication of the Congrega-
tional Church on Mercer Island. We try to get it out elec-
tronically the last week of the month.

If you no longer wish to receive The BRIDGE, please
send an e-mail to office@ucc-ccmi.org and we’ll remove
you from the mailing list.

Contrariwise, if you'd like to be added to the mailing list,
shoot us an e-mail, and we’ll add you.

And feel free to forward this to anybody you think might
appreciate it. But don’t forward it to people who won't
appreciate it, because that'll just make them mad at us.

Editor: Robert Gidley
Mangler of other people’s articles: Robert Gidley
Writer of articles with no bylines: Robert Gidley

Guy who took off for a week and built a Children’s Out-
reach Shelter in Juarez, Mexico: Robert Gidley
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March birthdays

March 2
March 4
March 10
March 18
March 25
March 26

Anne Edmonds March 3

Virginia Steinbach March 9
Micaela Batson March 18
Chet Ferguson March 23
Whitney Benz March 26

Hans Johanson

Special groups at CCMI

2" Saturday
Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Thursdays

Sundays

7:30 am
1:30 pm
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:45 pm
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
6:00 pm

Men’s Breakfast

Bible Study with Pastor Mark
Elementary School Youth Group
Middle School Youth

Bible Study

Bible Study

Voice Lessons

Choir

High School Youth

Stewardship thoughts for March 2010

March 7

March 14
March 21
March 28

Everyday life demands stewardship.

Leslie Johanson
Dick Martin
Donna Ellis

Dick Campbell

Linda Fielder

Library
Library

Down Center
Cana

Library
Upper Room
Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Downcenter

God is a living dynamic; this dynamic creates the excitement of life.

The soul seeks to commune with other souls.

Every congregation is a collection of souls.

March lectionaries
Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9

Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 7

March 14
March 21
March 28

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8
(Palm Sunday) Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-
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5@ March 2010

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
Bible Study (Romans) | 9:00-noon BC Toddlers Highway Exit 9 Clean-up
1:30 — 2:30 pm Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) 8:00 am
MS Youth 6:30 pm Voice lessons 7:00 pm Leadership retreat
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm | Bible Study 7:45 pm Choair 7:30 pm P
HAAW Rental 10-12:30
DC
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Lenten Reflections 8:45 am Bible Study (Romans) | 9:00-noon BC Toddlers | 9:00-noon BC Toddlers Men’s Breakfast 7:30 am
Communion & 1:30 — 2:30 pm Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) Work Party 9 am
Sunday School 10:30 am Committees meet MS Youth 6:30 pm Voice lessons 7:00 pm
Congregation Lunch 7:30 pm Duplicate Bridge 7 pm | Bible Study 7:45 pm Choair 7:30 pm Hungarian Cultural Event
HS Youth 6:00 pm OSAT 7-10 pm (UR) | Audio Society 7-9 pm (DC) 4-T7pm
14 DST Begins 15 16 17 18 19 20
b\?”teﬁ. Reﬂth'O”S 8:45am Bible Study (R ) 9:00-noon BC Toddlers | 9:00-noon BC Toddlers
orship an ible Study (Romans 9.
Sunday School 10:30 am Council meets 1:30 - 2:30 pm SEE!‘&?DGE Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) Dorothy Drum géAW Rental 10-12:30
. 7:00 pm . . Voice lessons 7:00 pm Art Exhibit Opening

HS Youth 6:00 pm Duplicate Bridge 7 pm Bible Study 7:45 pm Choir 7:30 pm 6-9pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Lenten Reflections 8:45 am Bible Study (R ) 9:00-noon BC Toddlers | 9:00-noon BC Toddlers Srivate Rental
Worship and ible Study (Romans . rivate Renta Private Rental
Sunday School 10:30 am 1:30 — 2:30 pm MS Youth 6:30 pm Blble Study 6:15 pm (UR) 4-10pm 8:30 am - 6 pm
Congregation Lunch . . Bible Study 745 pm | OICe lessons 7:00 pm
HS Youth 6:00 pm Duplicate Bridge 7 pm Choir 7:30 pm
28 Lenten Reflections 8:45am | 29 30 31 9
Palm Sunday 9:00-noon BC Toddlers
Worship and Congregational Seder
Sunday School 10:30 am 6 pm
Pastor’s Chat

Church office hours are 9 am to 2 pm, Monday through Thursday; 9 am to noon on Friday. (UR = Upper Room; DC = Down Center)




Congregational Church on Mercer Island
United Church of Christ

4545 Island Crest Way

Mercer Island, WA 98040-4443

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Congregational Church on Mercer Island is:
to nurture all seekers on their paths to know and serve God.

Congregational Church on Mercer Island Staff Directory

Mark Travis, Pastor — 206-232-7800; mark@ucc-ccmi.org

Erich Parce, Director of Music Ministry — 425-271-7679; erichparce@aol.com

Jessica Howard, Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministry — 206-232-7800; jessica@ucc-ccmi.org
Katelyn O’Keefe, Nursery Care Coordinator — 206-232-7800

Robert Gidley, Office Manager — 206-232-7800; office@ucc-ccmi.org

Web Site: www.ucc-ccmi.org

Deadlines: Sunday Bulletin, Thursdays, noon ¢ BRIDGE, 3 Wednesday of the month, 2:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays, 10:30 am to 4:00 pm ¢ Other times by appointment

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday, 9:00 am — 2:00 pm ¢ Fridays 9:00 am — noon




