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Happy New Year,  
Dear Friends,  

What a great annual meeting we had! Thank you to all who are willing to serve on 
committees and all who are willing to participate in upcoming projects and minis-
tries.  

I am very excited with all the number of fun activities we have planned for the 
church.  

We will be renewing the Down Center with new floor covering, a paint job and a few murals 
painted by our high school youth Timothy Malcham. This is a space that used by a large number of 
groups and we need to make it more welcoming and fun. Look for upcoming announcements about 
Family Paint Day and buy a rug square fundraiser. In the Spring time season look for floating paint 
cans as we prepare the exterior of the church for a new coat of paint. For more outside fun, Sunday 
March 14th will be Grubby Sunday, come in your work clothes to worship and then afterwards do 
battle with the briars and weeds.  

On the Spiritual side, we will have our Ash Wednesday Service on February 17th at 7pm. During 
the journey of Lent we will have a Taizé service style worship starting at 8:30am and lasting 30 to 40 
minutes. It is a service that consists of chants, silence, scripture, and reflection. Taizé is an intentional 
service for simple, deeply spiritual reflection of a person‘s journey with Christ. There will be a sign 
asking parishioners to enter in silence, I ask that all people respect the silence until the sign is taken 
down.  

May God continue to bless and guide our ministries here at CCMI. 

 

Pastor Mark 
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“The Past and the Future” 
By Susan Moon, Moderator 

What a year we‘ve had at 
CCMI! I‘m preparing for the 
next Annual Meeting, and 
reflecting back over this year. 
I‘m so grateful for so many 
things, and I‘m sure even list-
ing some of them guarantees 

that I will forget something or someone, so I‘m 
apologizing in advance. I‘m so thankful that 
Mark seems to be recovered from his illness of 
this summer, and that the congregation 
stepped forward to fill in when we needed to 
keep worship services running. We are lucky 
with both the staff and volunteer leadership at 
CCMI. 

I‘m grateful that we had a process around 
separating the Covenant submission from 
church membership–I heard many voices and 
varied opinions that were expressed in public 
in the appropriate forum, which is an excel-
lent thing in a church that can worry about 
conflict avoidance. I was even quite glad that 
the final vote wasn‘t unanimous–as a church 
family, we all need to be able to disagree and 
feel safe doing so.  

I‘m more grateful than I can say for all of 
the people who make worship work: the 
amazing choir and Erich and Leslie, all of the 
worship leaders this year, all of those, includ-
ing Carolyn Hall and others who helped deco-
rate for the different seasons. I‘m grateful for 
Diane Calvert, Diaconate, and others who 
make sure we have the supplies for commu-
nion and the offering plates every Sunday, and 
all the other pieces of ushering and serving 
that occur during worship, as well as addition-
al thanks to Diane, who counts the offering 
every Sunday. 

I invite you to take a minute and think 
back over your favorite event this year, and 
then have your own moment of gratitude for 
the people who make it possible. Every com-
mittee at CCMI has enriched the lives of our 

church. My personal favorite was the Haunted 
House, put on by CE with a ton of work by the 
Hanson family. I of course have a soft spot for 
youth and children, and am so happy to hear 
about the growth and enthusiasm Jessica 
Howard brings to her work, and the work CE 
puts in to make sure we have the programs we 
should for our youth and children. 

We have the Trustees to thank for having a 
building to worship in, and lights and heat, 
and uncountable other things, and Tom Stein-
bach and many of you to thank for all the im-
provements in the grounds this year–even hav-
ing the goats come in was a great event. Ca-
therine Petroff, Bob Wiley, and Dick Camp-
bell designed and built a beautiful new piece 
to our sign, to allow us to announce our 
events to the wider community. 

Fellowship provides sustenance for many 
events, like the work party, and treats for 
many others, as well as keeping the kitchen 
supplied with things we count on. Social Out-
reach has given us the gift of being useful to 
others outside ourselves, through microloans 
and our sponsored child, the toy drive, the 
sock drive, and too many other things to men-
tion. The New Member Ministries Committee 
makes sure that we are watching for visitors 
intentionally, and that they are greeted warm-
ly from the moment they walk in the door.  

Personnel sprung into action quickly when 
Laura Gregg, our wonderful office administra-
tor, left for a full time job, and found us many 
great candidates through a very professional 
process. Robert Gidley, our new office admin-
istrator, has stepped in with grace and humor 
so that the office has continued to run seam-
lessly. Members of the Personnel committee 
continue to work behind the scenes to har-
monize the contracts with our staff, and make 
sure that we are conducting the employment 
practices of CCMI in a fair and equitable way.  

 
[continued on page 3] 
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[continued from page 2] 

Suzanne Sanderson has done remarkable 
work to make sure that the Sundays that Mark 
isn‘t preaching are filled with fascinating 
speakers and great programs. Pete Robertson 
has kept up our ties to the UCC conference, 
and keeps us informed about conference-wide 
issues.  

The Nominating Committee, Terry Pott-
meyer, Carol Sanders, and Glenn Hall, have 
done a difficult job with enthusiasm, making 
sure that all of this work can be carried on 
next year by helping the committees be full 
with enthusiastic members for 2010. 

Dave Davis has been doing research and 
putting together a great plan and program for 
our Endowment Committee, while being sen-
sitive that the economy has been a difficult 
one this year. Of course, much of what has 
been mentioned in this article wouldn‘t be 
possible without our financial team: Randy 
and Janice Leitzke, and Tim Pile, who make 
sure that the church conducts its financial 
business professionally, as well as planning 
and budgeting for our future. 

Mark‘s enthusiasm and passion about the 
ministry of CCMI have been a gift to us this 
year. His love for our congregation and his 
drive to make us the best we can be have 
been a blessing to us this year. 

Finally, I‘m grateful for our congregation. 
We have done such a good job embracing 
change and ―going with the flow‖-I don‘t 
know how to begin to thank all of you for all 
of the big and little things that happen at 
CCMI because of you. I‘m looking forward 
with excitement to see what blessings 2010 
brings us! 

 

Children’s and youth ministries 
By Jessica Howard 

The first of the year always 
brings excitement and changes. 
This year we are going to be 
focusing on growth. The CE 
Committee is dedicated to 
helping make the voice of our 

youth program known to the community and 
we‘re going to reach out in several important 
ways. January also brings the start of meeting 
for the year including the Annual Meeting. I 
want to thank Donna Ellis for taking the time 
to write up our annual report for this special 
meeting.  

Finding Sunday school teachers continues 
to be a hindrance to the growth of our child-
ren‘s programming. We cannot expand into 
age group classrooms nor can we provide 
middle school students with Sunday school 
instruction without the proper adult supervi-
sion. Please, if you feel even a little called to 
help out, get in touch with me. You will be 
given complete and easy to follow lesson plans 
as well as all the support you need in getting 
started as a teacher.  

January saw the high school students going 
to Pilgrim Firs for their annual mid-winter re-
treat (see this article).  

 Happy New Year to you all! 

 Jessica Howard 

Contact Jessica: 425-239-4186  
 jessica@ucc-ccmi.org 

mailto:jessica@ucc-ccmi.org
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Council highlights 
Submitted by Suzanne Sanderson 

Mark is the new president of the Mercer 
Island Clergy Association (MICA), which is dis-
cussing a future Tent City. 

Randy reported that the parsonage's ren-
ters would like to extend their lease through 
March 31, 2011. To allow this to happen, all 
members who loaned the church a total of 
$110,000 last year are willing to extend their 
loans to no later than December 31, 2011. 
The existing loans will continue to pay 7% un-
til July1, 2010 when the interest rate will drop 
to 3.5% for the remainder of the loan. 
$90,000 of new loans has been pledged. They 
will run from April 1, 2010, to no later than 
December 31, 2011, and will pay 3.5% inter-
est. The parsonage can be sold when the lease 
is up in the spring of 2011. 

 Personnel is close to completing the an-
nual reviews of staff.  

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Reported by Jim Marich 

The parsonage sale has been delayed to 
the spring of 2011, in compassion for the ren-
ters. The wife is pregnant and the move be-
cause of sale would come very close to the 
date of birth. The lease has thus been ex-
tended for one year.  

 Proposal to Reduce Janitorial Service 
Costs: The costs could be reduced substantial-
ly if the chairs are left standing in the worship 
center during the week. The only problem is 
that on occasion, renters want the space emp-
ty for their activity. It was decided that if we 
know a renter will want the space empty, the 
members of the congregation can quickly put 
them away after the service.  

“Lower 40” Status / Recent Work: Hans 
Fredrikson, Peter Laylin, and Greg Malcham 
investigated the condition of the area and did 
some clearing work. A Sunday, April 11 work 
party is planned similar to those done in the 
recent past.  

  

Painting Status Interior and Exterior: 
Pastor Mark painted the Forum Room. He 
hopes to improve the quality of the furniture 
in the room. 

It is planned to paint the exterior in the 
June/July time frame. Paint will be paid for by 
asking the congregation to buy a gallon or 
more. A ―paint can‖ thermometer will be used 
to measure progress in achieving the required 
amount. 

Office closing week of Feb 15 
Robert Gidley 

The office will be closed the week of Feb 
15 (that Monday is President‘s Day). I‘ll be 
heading down to Juarez, Mexico on a mission 
trip with my church, Holy Cross in Redmond.  

Pastor Mark is about the coolest boss I‘ve 
ever had. I told him about the mission trip and 
said I wasn‘t sure I could have things ready for 
a substitute, figuring I wouldn‘t be able to go. 
He said, ―We‘ll close the office down for a 
week. What you‘re doing is important. Go do 
it.‖  

So, thank you in advance for your support 
of my mission trip. I‘ll be sending out daily 
reports that Laura Gregg has promised to pass 
along, so you can keep up on what‘s going on. 

GATEWAY MISSIONS 
This will be the fourth mission trip I‘ve 

made to Juarez. We work with Gateway Mis-
sions, which is headquartered in El Paso and is 
run by Fr. Dan Klooster, a former construction 
guy.  

The typical drill is: in four days (sometimes 
three) we build a 250 sq ft house (electricity, 
no plumbing) and turn it over to a Mexican 
family. The families are chosen by local pas-
tors who work with Fr. Dan. In 10 years, Ga-
teway has built over 200 houses for families.  

Each year, we make a point of driving past 
houses that we‘ve built in previous years and 
it‘s about the coolest feeling in the world to 

http://web.mac.com/yeadonsmith/Gateway/Welcome.html
http://web.mac.com/yeadonsmith/Gateway/Welcome.html
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point to a house and say ―I helped build that, 
and we gave it to a local family.‖ 

You can check out the Missions Page at 
the Holy Cross web site for more information. 
The video is great, and shows the process of 
building a house. 

THIS YEAR’S MISSION 
This year, we‘re not building a house. 

We‘re building a Children‘s Outreach Center. 
One of the challenges of Mexico‘s education 
system is that kids can‘t go to school unless 
they have a birth certificate.  

In Mexico, you can‘t get your birth certifi-
cate in the mail. You have to show up in per-
son at the town you were born in to get it. 
Many families have traveled from the south of 
Mexico (where folks are really poor) and can‘t 
afford to go back just to get a birth certificate.  

As a result, there‘s a bunch of kids who 
can‘t go to school, and usually end up hanging 
around our construction site. Last year, 8-year-
old Carlos hung around a lot and ended up 
being a pretty good helper (he could do stuc-
co better than any of the grown-ups). He had 
a good mechanical sense and was quick to 
pick up on new ideas. But because he has no 
birth certificate, he will get no formal educa-
tion.  

The Children‘s Outreach Center will pro-
vide tutoring, sports and arts programs for all 
the kids in Anapura (the poor suburb where 
we work). So kids like Carlos can learn to read 
and write. 

JUAREZ? ARE YOU CRAZY?? 
About the only time you hear about Juarez 

in the news is when another headless body is 
found. Fox News delights in referring to Juarez 
as ―The World‘s Most Dangerous City!‖ 

But there‘s a few things that get left out of 
any discussion about Juarez. First and fore-
most, the violence is almost exclusively be-
tween rival drug cartels, and drug cartels and 
the police. Civilians are almost never involved, 
and then only if they get caught in the cross-
fire.  

The news has reported a couple of times 
that ―innocent bystanders‖ have been killed. A 
few weeks later it turns out that they were in-
volved in the drug trade and not so innocent.  

Fr. Dan has been working in Juarez for 
over 10 years and he knows lots of local 
people. He knows where we shouldn‘t go 
(mostly downtown). The area of town we stay 
in and work in (Anapura) is the really poor 
part of town and drug cartels aren‘t active 
there. 

―I know more people who have been in-
jured in car accidents in Juarez than I know 
people in Juarez who have ever heard a gun-
shot,‖ says Fr. Dan.  

Juarez is dangerous if you‘re a drug lord or 
with the police. But if you‘re on a mission trip? 
Just keep your eye on traffic! 

 

 

Medium-Large is a comic strip by Francesco Marciuliano, who also writes Sally Forth. Mr. Marciuliano is an Emmy-
winning writer who lives in New York City. No one knows how to pronounce his last name. Used with permission.  

http://www.holycrossredmond.org/missions.aspx
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A memorial service for Donald N. Robertson 
will be held at the church on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2010 starting at 2:00 pm.  

The following obituary is taken from the on-line 
version available at Funeral Alternatives of 
Washington. A guestbook is also available on 
the site to leave remembrances. 

Donald N. Robertson was born December 
15, 1963 in Okinawa to Peter and Lois Ro-
bertson, he passed away January 19, 2010 in 
Skyway, WA. Don graduated from Grosse 
Pointe South High School in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI in 1982. In 1985 he graduated from 
Bellevue Community College with an Asso-
ciate‘s degree in Criminal Justice. Donald lived 
in Skyway for seven years before that he lived 
in Bellevue, WA; Grosse Pointe Park, MI; De-
troit, MI; St. Louis, MO; Oahu, HI; Fort Bragg, 
NC and Okinawa. 

Don‘s occupations were as an Apartment 
Operations Manager and construction specia-
lizing in painting, drywall and carpentry. He 
was a very complex individual, working within 
wide parameters. He was a Reiki Master, ac-
tive in the Goth Community, avid photo-
grapher, loved to write, listen to music and 
spend time outdoors, mostly hiking. He was 
the type of person that would go out of his 
way to help others deal with their problems he 
had a quick wit and was very creative. 

Don was formerly married to Pascale Da-
niel, they had two daughters. He was also 
formerly married to Annamaria Sarosi, they 
had one daughter. 

Donald is survived by his daughters Aline 
and Amelia both of Bellevue, WA and Alexan-
dra of Kenmore, WA; his parents Peter and 
Lois Robertson of Mercer Island, WA; his sister 
Norma Robertson of Belfair, WA and special 
friends Lesley McGrew and Draughn Rial. He 
is preceded in death by his grandparents Nor-
ris and Barbara Robertson and Tom and Mar-
garet Langan. 

In memoriam 
By Susan Moon, Moderator 

I‘ve been thinking a lot about how much I 
learned from Donald Robertson, and wanted 
to share it, in the light of his much-too early 
death.  

When I came to CCMI, I had done a little 
youth work in my California church, and 
wanted to continue that here. Donald and 
Pascale were already working with middle 
school youth, and they graciously let me work 
with them.  

At the time, my children were small, the 
oldest in 2nd grade, so I didn‘t have a lot of 
experience with youth. My early inclination 
was to be parental-keep them in line, be a 
kind of authority figure. Because Donald and 
Pascale were already established with the 
youth, I was lucky to be smart enough to 
watch how they behaved first and see if it 
worked, before I made a decision about my 
own attitude.  

What I saw from Donald was that he was 
himself with the youth. He didn‘t try to seem 
like he had everything all together, or that he 
knew more than they did-he was just himself. 
I watched the youth with him and realized 
that was exactly what they needed–an adult 
who was authentic, had no ego about his flaws 
and strengths, and treated them as peers, not 
as if he was superior to them.  

It‘s a really risky way to be around youth–
it gives them the permission to comment on 
your failings and to question your leadership. 
The gift it gives them is a feeling that they are 
valued and equal at a time in their lives where 
most other situations make them feel as if they 
don‘t measure up. Parents are pushing about 
grades, other middle school kids are constantly 
judging them, and other adults are disapprov-
ing of youth in general.  

Donald created an atmosphere where 
youth could just come and be themselves, 
without fear. For some of those youth, it was 
the few hours a week where they could just 

http://www.funeralalternatives.org/Obit_Results.asp?ObitKey=1734
http://www.funeralalternatives.org/Obit_Results.asp?ObitKey=1734
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relax and not worry about being judged, and 
that is a gift we don‘t often get even as adults.  

The second huge thing Donald brought 
was his sense of play. Almost all of the games 
youth still play at sleepovers here are games 
Donald taught: sardines, German crossing, 
Manhunt, tons of tag variations (the youth 
know what these are).  

Not only did I learn every fantastic hiding 
place in the church from Donald, I learned 
that play is stress-relieving, a great way to 
bond, and is just fun. I was very nervous about 
this–Donald could run fast, hide anywhere, 
and win every game. I am not physical, am 
slow, and couldn‘t hide in small spaces 
(though interestingly, the men‘s restroom turns 
out to be a place many middle school youth 
forget to look).  

What happened to me was that the youth 
extended to me what Donald extended to 
them–acceptance for who I was without 
judgment; and acknowledgement that I would 
never win any game, along with the blessing 
that I wasn‘t diminished by that in their eyes. 
Needless to say, this erased many years of 
memories of being chosen last in physical 
education classes.  

The things that I learned from Donald and 
Pascale changed my own life, and actively 
changed forever the way I interacted with 
youth and children and the relationships I‘ve 
had with so many people since then. I will 
never be able to thank them, and sadly, didn‘t 
while Donald was still alive–for teaching me to 
be myself and have fun–two of the most im-
portant lessons I‘ve ever learned.  

I will keep Donald‘s family in my prayers, 
and am grateful that he took the time to teach 
me something, and spend time with the youth 
while he was here with us. 

 

Psalm 23 

The Divine Shepherd 

A Psalm of David. 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;  
   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name‘s sake.  

 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me.  

 
You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
   my whole life long. 
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February's Guest Preacher 
By Suzanne Sanderson 

On Valentine's Day (Feb 14), Gary Sou-
therton will preach. Gary is currently the Ex-
ecutive Director of Plymouth Healing Com-
munities which provides housing and compa-
nionship to those who are homeless and living 
with mental illness.  

From 1988 to 2003, he served as a Catho-
lic Priest for the Archdiocese of Seattle and 
founded Holy Disciples Parish in Puyallup, 
WA. From 2003 – 2007, he was Development 
Director of Multifaith Works, an interfaith 
AIDS service organization in Seattle.  

Gary holds master‘s degrees from Colum-
bia University and The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. His interests in-
clude mysticism, cosmology and interfaith di-
alogue.  

His hobbies include downhill and cross-
country skiing, theater and music. He also per-
forms with the Seattle Men‘s Chorus. He and 
his partner, David Isla, live on Capitol Hill in 
Seattle. Come and hear Gary preach on Feb-
ruary 14. 

Pilgrim Firs Retreat 
Each year, Jessica Howard takes some 

members of our High School Youth Group out 
to Pilgrim Firs for a weekend retreat. She also 
works at the camp as a counselor, working 
with kids from other churches. 

 ―This is something I look forward to all 
year and this year wasn‘t an exception. It was 
beautiful up there!‖ said Jessica.  

Pilgrim Firs is a retreat center, owned and 
operated by the UCC Pacific Northwest Con-
ference. The center is located in Port Orchard 
and is named after our Pilgrim heritage.  

―I was able to meet some of the other 
youth leaders in the PNW and had the honor 
of being a counselor in a cabin full of talented 
and special young women,‖ Jessica said. ―This 
year‘s theme was ‗Be a Hero‘ and we talked 

about the gifts we had and the unique ways 
we could share them with others. 

―During the retreat we went on a night 
walk and the counselors told funny stories, did 
ice breakers, crafts and sang songs. We had a 
wonderful morning program on the first morn-
ing where we sang songs and talked about 
how our gifts that we bring to the situations 
we're in are like a web and that they connect 
us. Some of the gifts the kids came up with 
included encouragement, humor, tenacity, 
creativity and friendship.‖ 

―One of my favorite things about the 
weekend was seeing the kids come together 
and welcome each other with open arms. Pil-
grim Firs is truly a unique place with excellent 
staff and the spirit of the Lord fully present 
there.‖ 

This place, The Congregational Church 
on Mercer Island, is an outpost, a con-
tinuation of 2000 years of faithful 
community. We want to do and be 
that which keeps it on…raising child-
ren, teaching, praying, worshiping and 
being faithful. 

The Great Chair Experiment 
In case you haven‘t heard, the church is 

facing a deficit this year: we‘re spending more 
than we‘re taking in.  

Also, we hired an Office Manager (Robert 
Gidley) who is not only Scottish, but who ran 
his own business for 25 years. Robert is acute-
ly conscious of wasted money, because if a 
business is losing money, it doesn‘t stay a 
business for very long.  

Consequently, Robert‘s been applying his 
eagle eye to our expenses to see if there‘s 
ways of cutting the fat. (And it‘s not entirely 
one-sided, he‘s also been studying ways to 
increase revenue.)  

One thing that We‘ve Always Done is to 
have the janitor come in on Sunday to clean 
and take down the chairs and then come in 
on Friday to set up the chairs. That‘s two visits 
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a week. And for all this, we pay $850 a 
month. 

―What if we just left the chairs up all the 
time?‖ wondered Robert, and thus was born 
The Great Chair Experiment. We‘re going to 
try leaving the chairs set up all week (so the 
janitor doesn‘t have to take them down). That 
way, she doesn‘t have to come in on Friday to 
set them up for Sunday Services.  

It turns out this will save us $300 dollars a 
month on the janitor‘s bill. 

But how does she clean? Will the chairs 
get in the way during the week? Will the 
chairs be all wonky come Sunday? What 
makes Cheetos so orange?  

That‘s the experiment part. We‘re going to 
try this for a couple of months, and then solicit 
opinions about how well it‘s working. Is it 
$300 worth of aggravation?  

(But we can answer the Cheetos question 
at this point: it uses four different food dyes: 
three shades of yellow and one shade of red.) 

Skagit Opera 
Don‘t be surprised if you walk into the 

church in the first two weeks of February and 
find a lot of opera singers singing opera and 
being dramatic. The Skagit Opera is renting 
our sanctuary during the week for the first two 
weeks of February to rehearse.  

They‘re probably rehearsing Madame But-
terfly, since that‘s their next show. So if you 
see a bunch of sailors singing ―Heave Ho! 
Heave Ho!‖ (or Oh eh! Oh eh!) don‘t worry 
that we‘ve sprung a leak. It‘s just the beginning 
of Act III. 

Heating bills 
By Robert Gidley 

Speaking of saving money, the last month 
we‘ve been trying to keep the heat off when 
the church isn‘t in use, so that we can lower 
our $800 monthly heating bill (!).  

It‘s been working great so far: our heating 
bill is HALF what it was for last January (which 
was only four degrees cooler).  

But we can do better: while you‘re using 
the church, feel free to set the temperature as 
high as you want. But when you leave, please 
lower the temperature again.  

There have been several mornings when I 
arrive at church in the morning to discover 
that it‘s been a balmy 70° all night. While it‘s 
certainly pleasant to walk into, it pains me to 
think of what it cost (about $10 by my calcula-
tions).  

Thank you for helping the church save 
money. 

Ash Wednesday service 
On Wed, Feb 17, Pastor Mark will be 

holding an Ash Wednesday Service starting at 
7:00 pm. The service will last about an hour 
and will be one of reflection and renewal.  

If weather permits (that is, it‘s not raining), 
the service will start inside and move outside 
the front door for the conclusion.  

Ash Wednesday is the start of the 40 day 
Lenten season of reflection, which ends on 
Easter.  

Lenten Reflections 
Each Sunday during Lent, Pastor Mark will 

have a Lenten Reflections service starting at 
8:30 am. The service will feature Taizé music, 
and last about half an hour.  

Taizé is a Christian community founded in 
France that incorporates music and traditions 
from many different cultures. The music is 
meditative and simple.  

Music will be provided by Laura Gregg, who 
has played at numerous Taizé services, and 
Mike Gibbons. Pastor Mark will lead the ser-
vices.   

http://www.skagitopera.org/
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Congregation Lunch /  
Pastor’s Chat 

Note that the Congregation Lunch has 
been moved (slightly) to Sun, Feb 28. Which is 
the same day as the Pastor‘s Chat, which 
means: Catered Pastor‘s Chat! 

The Pastor‘s Chat is where Pastor Mark sits 
down and answers whatever questions you 
may have. You can ask him about history (he‘s 
been reading a bunch of books about Congre-
gational history lately).  

Have you always been puzzled by some 
aspect of our belief? Ever wondered how the 
Trinity works?  

Or maybe you‘ve got questions about 
CCMI and how things work here.  

The field is wide open, and you can ask 
him about anything. And this month, you can 
chew thoughtfully while he answers.  

Our sources indicate that this is the Fam-
ous Chinese Lunch provided by Bill and Hel-
len Fung. So grab a plate of Moo Goo Gai 
Pan1 and chat with Mark! 

 

Moo Goo Gai Pan! 

                                                 

1 I don‘t know if there will actually be Moo 
Goo Gai Pan at the lunch, and I certainly don‘t 
want the Fungs to feel obligated to provide it just 
because I mentioned it. They may want to concen-

trate on Mandarin cuisine. Or Szechuan. But it‘s a 
great name and is fun to say. Try it! Moo Goo Gai 
Pan!  

Burns Night big success 
Burns Night, a Scottish Celebration held 

here on Sat, Jan 23rd was a huge success with 
148 dancers coming from as far away as West 
Seattle. Much of the added attendance was 
due to a mention in the Seattle Times, which 
was also good publicity for the church!  

 

Former Office Manager Laura Gregg enjoys some 
Scottish Country Dancing 

MASTHEAD 
The BRIDGE is a monthly publication of the Congrega-
tional Church on Mercer Island. It typically comes out 
electronically the last week of the month. But this 
month, what with the Annual Meeting and other stuff 
(including the kid who set off the fire alarm and caused 
the Fire Department to pay us a visit), it just didn‘t hap-
pen.  

If you no longer wish to receive The BRIDGE, please 
send an e-mail to office@ucc-ccmi.org and we‘ll remove 
you from the mailing list.  

Contrariwise, if you‘d like to be added to the mailing list, 
shoot us an e-mail, and we‘ll add you. 

And feel free to forward this to anybody you think might 
appreciate it. But don‘t forward it to people who won‘t 
appreciate it, because that‘ll just make them mad at us. 

Special thanks to Francesco Marciuliano, who graciously 
let us reprint his comic strip for no charge. And he‘s a 
cool guy!  

Editor: Robert Gidley 

Mangler of other people‘s articles: Robert Gidley 

Writer of articles with no bylines: Robert Gidley 

Guy who likes to refer to himself in the third person: 
Robert Gidley 

mailto:office@ucc-ccmi.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20mailing%20list!
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February birthdays 
February 1 Hans Fredrikson February 4 Henriette Anne Klauser 

February 6 Terry Pepple February 7  Mark Travis 

February 9 Sally Jorgenson February 14 Gregory Trowbridge 

February 17 Devin Trowbridge February 17 Rhiannon Batson 

February 18  Timothy Malcham February 19 Jim Miller 

February 20 Tim Pile February 21 Teddy Trowbridge 

Special groups at CCMI  
2nd Saturday 7:30 am  Men‘s Breakfast Library 

Tuesdays 1:30 pm Bible Study with Pastor Mark Library 

Wednesdays 7:45 pm Bible Study Library 

 6:30 pm Middle School Youth Cana 

Thursdays 6:15 pm Bible Study Upper Room 

 7:30 pm Choir Sanctuary 

Sundays 6:00 pm High School Youth Downcenter 

Stewardship thoughts for January 2010 

February 7  The care and feeding of our souls is basic to stewardship. 

February 14 When we serve humanity, we serve God; when we serve God, we serve humanity. 

February 21 There is a mustard seed within you; nourish it. 

February 28 It is a congregation that makes a church. 

January lectionaries 
February 7 Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

February 14 Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2; Luke 9:28-36 [37-43] 

February 21 Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

February 28 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17–4:1; Luke 13:31-35 or 
Luke 9:28-36 
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February 2010 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

 

 

Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 

2 
 Bible Study (Acts) 
1:30 ï 2:30 pm 
Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

3    9:00-noon BCC 
 
Private Rental Sanct. 
6:30-9:00 pm 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 7:45 pm 

  4   9:00-noon BCC 
Skagit Opera  
3-6 pm 
Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

5 
 

 

Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 

6   

Highway Exit 9 Clean-up  
8:00 am 

Robertson Memorial 
2:00 pm 

7   
Communion & 
Sunday School  10:30 am 
 
Markôs Birthday! 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

8 
 

Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 
Committees meet 
7:30 pm 

9 
Bible Study (Acts) 
1:30 ï 2:30 pm 
Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm  

Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

10  9:00-noon BCC 
Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 7:45 pm 
OSAT 7-10 pm (UR) 

11   9:00-noon BCC 
 
Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

Audio Society 7-9 pm (DC) 

12  
 
 
 
Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 

13  Piano 9 am ï 1 pm 
Menôs Breakfast 7:30 am 
Work Party 9 am 
OSAT Knots (Sanctuary)  
8 am ï 2 pm 
HAAW Rental 10-12:30 DC 

14   
Worship and 
Sunday School 10:30 am 
 
Rental (Sanctuary)  
1:30 to 6:30 pm 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

15 OFFICE CLOSED 
 
PRESIDENTS DAY 
Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 
Council meets 
7:00 pm 

16  OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Bible Study (Acts) 
1:30 ï 2:30 pm 
Skagit Opera  
3-10 pm 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

17  OFFICE CLOSED 

9:00-noon BCC 

Ash Wed Service  
7:00 pm 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 7:45 pm 
 

18  OFFICE CLOSED 

9:00-noon BCC 
MARCH BRIDGE 
DEADLINE 
Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

19 OFFICE CLOSED 
 
  
 

20  Piano 9 am ï 1 pm 

 

HAAW Rental 10-12:30 DC 
 

21   

Lenten Reflections 8:30 am 
Worship and 
Sunday School 10:30 am 
 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

22   
 
 
 

23  
 
Bible Study (Acts) 
1:30 ï 2:30 pm 
 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

24 9:00-noon BCC 
 
 

 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 7:45 pm 

25  
 
 
Bible Study 6:15 pm (UR) 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

26 
 
 

27  Piano 9 am ï 1 pm 

 

RSCDS Workshop 9 ï 4 pm 

RSCDS Dance 6 ï 11 pm 

 

28 Lenten Reflections 8:30  

Worship and 
Sunday School 10:30 am 
Congregation Lunch & 
Pastorôs Chat 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

Church office hours are 9 am to 2 pm, Monday through Thursday; 9 am to noon on Friday.  (UR = Upper Room; DC = Down Center) 



 

Congregational Church on Mercer Island 
United Church of Christ 
4545 Island Crest Way 
Mercer Island, WA 98040-4443 

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the Congregational Church on Mercer Island is: 
to nurture all seekers on their paths to know and serve God. 

Congregational Church on Mercer Island Staff Directory 

Mark Travis, Pastor – 206-232-7800; mark@ucc-ccmi.org 
Erich Parce, Director of Music Ministry – 425-271-7679; erichparce@aol.com 
Jessica Howard, Coordinator of Children‘s & Youth Ministry – 206-232-7800; jessica@ucc-ccmi.org 
Katelyn O‘Keefe, Nursery Care Coordinator – 206-232-7800 
Robert Gidley, Office Manager – 206-232-7800; office@ucc-ccmi.org 
Web Site: www.ucc-ccmi.org 
Deadlines: Sunday Bulletin, Thursdays, noon • BRIDGE, 3rd Wednesday of the month, 2:00 pm 
Pastor‘s Office Hours: Tuesdays, 10:30 am to 4:00 pm • Other times by appointment 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm • Fridays 9:00 am – noon 

 


