
Page 1 

 

The BRIDGE 
December 2009 

Congregational Church on Mercer Island 
United Church of Christ  

 

Dear friends, 

I love Thanksgiving (no pressure to buy presents). I love spending the day with family watching 
parades, football games and working together in the kitchen to make the meal that eventually will be 
placed upon the table. Growing up, my father would always read the following prayer:  

Bless this home dear Lord above, with happiness and with Thy love. 
Bless the door that opens wide, to the warmth that dwells inside. 
Touch the windows with Thy light, be its comfort in the night. 
Grant it peace and sweet accord, make this house Thy home dear Lord.  

We each go around the table to share what we are thankful for. This Thanksgiving seems more 
important than ever for each of us to take a moment–not to reflect on the negative, the lost, the pain 
of this past year–but on the moments of laughter, joy and love. It is all too easy to let regret, fear and 
despair overwhelm us.  

So this Thanksgiving reflect on what you are thankful for. Here’s my partial list:  

I am thankful to be alive.  
I am thankful that I have an amazing partner and children.  
I am thankful for this congregation and the opportunity to serve you.  
I am extremely thankful for the amazing staff of Jessica, Katlyn, Erich, Leslie and now Robert.  

I am thankful that we had Laura as our secretary/church office manager for the amount of time 
that we did. She was not intentionally looking for a new job, but was encouraged to apply to the 
secretary position at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Medina. It was a great opportunity she could not 
refuse to take. She loved working for us and with us and I, we, will truly miss her. I gave her a card 
and a gift as a token of our appreciation and love.  

I am also thankful for a home that we were able to purchase and want to invite all of you who 
are able to our open house this Saturday, December 5th between 1 and 4 pm.  

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and soon a joyous Advent.  

Peace,  
Pastor Mark 
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The only constant thing is change 
By Susan Moon, Moderator 

I don’t know about you, but I 
feel like everything is in a 
state of flux. The economy is 
certainly different every day, 
and no one seems to be able 
to predict where it will end 
up. Two of my three children 

are in the process of changing colleges, and 
the third is applying to college for the first 
time, and that’s just the beginning of the 
things that are different in my life.  

Things feel different at CCMI too–mostly 
in a great way. It’s nice to have a pastor who is 
so energetic, and great to have committees 
that are thinking of new and creative ways to 
approach programs. Social Outreach has been 
facilitating the feeding of the women of Sophia 
Way, and Jessica and the Christian Education 
Committee are getting ready to start a new 
mid-week program for 3rd through 5th graders. 
Even the colors the church is painted are 
changing!  

The down side of this is that of course, 
change can be stressful. Because we are a 
group of people, I’m sure we each react 
differently to every change.  

For every person who likes having a 
service ―in the round,‖ there is one who 
dislikes it–that is just the way life is. The way 
we handle that in a group is to vary things 
enough so that everyone is happy some of the 
time.  

The larger issue for every group is how to 
know which things to cling to as a beloved 
part of our past, and which things to let go of 
to allow us to grow and transform. I read an 
article a while ago by a man named Fred 
Plumer, who is an expert in church growth. 
The name of the article is ―The Times They 
Are A-Changin’‖ and the link is 
http://www.tcpc.org/library/article.cfm?library_
id=581.  

http://www.tcpc.org/library/article.cfm?library_id=581
http://www.tcpc.org/library/article.cfm?library_id=581
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It’s from a group called The Center for 
Progressive Christianity. In this article, the 
author points out that the entire message 
found in Christianity is about change: 

―Repentance is about change; 
Forgiveness is about change  
Conversion is about change; 
Transformation is about change; 
Love is about change; 
Resurrection is about change; 
Taking on the mind of Christ is about change.― 

When I am fearful sometimes about so many 
things changing at once in so many areas of 
my life, I’m trying to remember this message. 
The true, joyful message from Christianity is 
one of transformation into something that is 
better, and you can’t transform if you are 
fighting the change and trying to hold on to 
the old way when something better is being 
prepared for you. I hope we all have a great 
Thanksgiving and that we can look back on 
this year of sometimes difficult changes with 
gratitude.  

 

 

Art from Terezín 

“Unconquered!” 
Terezín is a fortress in what is now the 

Czech republic, and was built in the late 
1700’s as a fortress to house up to 11,000 
soldiers.  

During WWII, it was used by the Nazi’s to 
hold tens of thousands of Jews in appalling 
conditions of overcrowding. Of the 150,000 
Jews who arrived there, 33,000 died in 
Terezín itself while the rest were shipped to 
Auschwitz and other concentration camps. 

Only 17,247 survived.  

Remarkably, the musicians and composers 
imprisoned in Terezín never ceased creating: 
Gideon Klein wrote his vibrant, melodic Trio 
just nine days before his transport to 
Auschwitz. 

On December 6, the CCMI Choir is proud 
to sponsor ―Unconquered!,‖ a program of 
music written by Jews imprisoned in Terezín. 

Some artists turned to the sly wit and satire 
of cabaret songs, often based on melodies 
from hit songs of the day in Berlin and 
elsewhere. These songs, performed by Jenny 
Knapp and Erich Parce, display a morale-
raising form of spiritual resistance to the 
oppression that had enveloped camp inmates 
and their families.  

Finally, the program includes the 
audaciously original Erwin Schulhoff, who was 
sent not to Terezín but to a camp in Bavaria, 
where he perished in 1942. Schulhoff—
banned as ―degenerate‖ by the Nazi regime—
united dance, jazz, and folk song melodies in 
string quartets that are only now gaining the 
recognition they merit. 

―Unconquered!‖ is put on by Music of 
Remembrance and includes musicians from 
the Seattle Symphony.  

The program starts at 7:00 pm, and 
admission is a freewill offering. The Choir will 
be providing desserts as well.  

Come and remember, so that we never 
forget. 

http://www.musicofremembrance.org/
http://www.musicofremembrance.org/
http://www.musicofremembrance.org/
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Children’s and youth ministries 
By Jessica Howard 

The children and youth 
organized a bake sale 
benefiting Neighbors in 
Need, a special mission 
offering of the UCC.  

We received help from 
several members of the 

congregation including the Jack-Nishida 
family, the Pepple family, Barb Miller, Bob 
Wiley, Tim Malcham and others.  

Thank you to everyone who helped to raise 
the $140 we were able to send to this worthy 
program.  

I’m also starting an after school program for 
third to fifth graders on Wednesday 
afternoons. It’s similar to the LOGOS design 
and will allow more parents to be involved 
with our children at CCMI, which we are 
praying will bring more members with 
younger children. 

If you know any elementary school kids 
who would like to be part of this program, 
have them (or their parents) contact me.  

  On Nov 15th,  the high school youth group 
went to Sky High Sports, a trampoline gym in 
Bellevue. This is an amazing place with all 
trampoline walls and all trampoline floors. The 
kids all had a lot of fun and I wished I were 10 
years younger! 

Contact Jessica: 425-239-4186  
 jessica@ucc-ccmi.org 

Council highlights 
Submitted by Suzanne Sanderson 

The council met on Monday, Nov 16, 
2009, starting at 7:00 pm.  

The Fellowship Committee expressed 
some frustration because people are not 
signing up for events. This makes it harder for 
them to know how many people to plan for. 
They are concerned about planning for too 
many and wasting food.  

All members are encouraged to sign up if 
they plan to attend an event.  

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Randy Leitzke estimates that we will end 

2009 with a deficit of $23,000 rather than the 
$40,000 that had been expected.  Depending 
on the 2010 pledges and budgetary needs, we 
will know if we need to borrow, establish a 
line of credit, or sell the parsonage. (The 
renter’s lease runs through the end of March.) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Jessica Howard, our Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, will start a Logos-type program 
on Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6:00 pm for 
grades 3 to 5. There are about 30 kids in the 
middle school youth group and 12 in the high 
school group.   

Jessica could use more help with the 
middle school group, and encourages parents 
to volunteer for an evening to help her (and 
see all the cool stuff their kids are doing).   

Jessica has been meeting with other youth 
leaders on the island. She will be going to high 
school sports events and having lunch  
regularly at the middle school. She is planning 
a mission trip to Yakima for the spring. 

COMMUNICATION 
Susan Moon, Moderator, talked about 

how we always need clear communication in 
all things, particularly in pastoral matters.  

Pastor Mark needs to know when 
someone is ill or suffering a bereavement. The 
head of the prayer chain lets Mark and the 
church office know whenever they get a 
prayer request.  

When in doubt, folks should call the office 
and let the Office Manager know. He (or she) 
can get the word out to everyone else. 

CHURCH GROUNDS 
Cassie Benz and Terry Pottmeyer will work 

on a landscaping plan. More details as their 
work progresses.  

http://www.ucc.org/nin/
http://www.ucc.org/nin/
http://www.ucc.org/nin/
http://sea.jumpskyhigh.com/
mailto:jessica@ucc-ccmi.org
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Christmas service times 
Christmas is a coming, and not only is the 

goose getting fat, but we’ve got Christmas 
Service times figured out.  

5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service 
This service will be run by the Youth 
Groups and is perfect if you have kids (or 
don’t want to stay up late) 

11:00 pm Christmas Eve Adult Service 
This service features the choir singing and 
is designed for adult sensibilities (less 
giggling during the sermon). 

Dec 27 10:30 am Sing Christmas Carols 
This service will be the only time during 
Christmas season that you get to sing 
Christmas carols (all the other times, 
you’re singing during Advent). Erich will 
lead Choir and Congregation in praising 
the Lord with song! 

Our tables runneth over with refreshments 

Another successful Covenant 
lunch 

The Covenant lunch on November 15, 
where we celebrated our filling out our 
Covenants, was a great success. But, as always, 
the pancakes don’t flip themselves, and there 
was lots of behind-the-scenes help in making 
sure the food was hot and plentiful.  

Thanks go to so many who helped make 
our annual brunch a great meal equal to the 
special achievement we were celebrating–
getting our covenants written and delivered on 
time!   

In the kitchen the real heroes were Cheryl 
and Gary Malcham who, working as a batter-
mixer/pancake-flipper team kept the platters 
full of fresh pancakes hot off the griddle.  

Dana Jorgenson made all our tables look 
elegant with arrangements of fall leaves and 
berries from her garden; Betty Trachy and her 
daughter Sandy, visiting from the other 
Washington, along with Carole Taylor kept the 
beverages replenished and John Nelson 
helped clean it all up–even on his birthday–
and later laundered all the tablecloths.  

And, finally, thanks to all who brought fruit 
plates to add a splash of color and sweet to 
our plates. 

 

Pancakes at the speed of light! 
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Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Every year the 14 congregations that make 

up the Mercer Island Clergy Association put 
on a joint Interfaith Thanksgiving Service.  

This year was CCMI’s turn and for the 121 
folks who turned out on Wed, Nov 25, the 
service was lovely and inspirational, and 
highlighted each of our faith traditions. 

The service started with the blowing of a 
―shofar,‖ which is a Jewish trumpet made from 
the horn of a ram. As Rabbi Joshua explained, 
it’s a Jewish way of communication, as well as 
a way of starting holy services.  

Each of the congregations present lit a 
candle on the altar, which was laden down 
with contributions to the Mercer Island Youth 
Services (MIYS) food bank.  

During the offering, Cindy Goodwin of 
MIYS explained where the money was going 
and how it would help their clients. (Cereal is 
very popular, because it’s a comfort food, and 
they are always running short on it.) 

 

Susan Price of the Bahá'í  faith 

Over $740 was raised for the MIYS, which 
will buy a few boxes of cereal!  

Special thanks to everybody at CCMI who 
worked hard to make the event special, 
including the CCMI Choir who inspired us all 
with their vocal work, and Bob Wiley and 
Linda Fielder who ushered in the folks. Hellen 
Fung made tasteful and cool bookmarks for 
everybody and Pastor Mark spent the 
afternoon touching up the paint so everything 
would look perfect.  

Happy trails to Laura Gregg 
As many of you know by now, our Office 

Manager, Laura Gregg, has taken the position 
of Executive Assistant to the Rector at St. 
Thomas, Medina.  

This means she’s doing the same things 
she did for CCMI, except that she also gets to 
manage the schedule for the priest in charge 
of St. Thomas (The Rev. Lex Breckinridge). 
And St. Thomas is about ten times the size of 
CCMI, with 1200 members.  

―I was not looking for a new job,‖ said 
Laura, ―I was perfectly happy working at 
CCMI. But money was getting tighter and this 
opportunity for a full-time job came along.‖ 

The job opening was passed along by a 
long-time friend of Laura’s, The Rev. Steve 
Best1, who thought that it would be a good fit 
for Laura and the church.  

Fr. Lex is new to St. Thomas and was 
recently installed as Rector. At his installation, 
he was told that the folks at CCMI were 
mighty fond of Laura and that they hoped he 
realized what a prize he was getting. 

―Please assure the kind folks at the 
Congregational Church that I know exactly 
what a precious jewel Laura is,‖ Fr. Lex said, 
―And I very much appreciate her skills and 
talents.‖ 

Laura’s husband, Robert Gidley, is filling in 
as Office Manager while the Personnel 
Committee searches for a permanent 
replacement. Interviews will begin in 
December, and the current plan is to have a 
permanent Office Manager by the end of 
December. 

                                                 

1 ―How many priests does Laura know?‖ you 
may ask. A lot. Seriously, dozens of them. 

http://stthomasmedina.org/
http://stthomasmedina.org/
http://stthomasmedina.org/
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Veterans of the Cross 
You’ll be seeing some posters 
and collection boxes around the 
church during Advent asking for 
money for the ―Veterans of the 
Cross.‖  

This is a UCC program that benefits retired 
clergy and their spouses. As you might have 
guessed, pastor salaries aren’t extravagant and 
pension plans are usually fairly meager.  

As a result, many of the people who gave 
their lives to the church aren’t just living on 
fixed incomes, they’re living in poverty.  

Your contribution to the Veterans of the 
Cross helps those who have dedicated their 
lives to God with little thought of Earthly 
reward. 

December youth fun 
  By Jessica Howard 

December brings Advent activities 
including: 

 An overnighter for the High School 
Youth Group this Friday, Dec 4. 

 An overnighter for both the Middle 
School Youth Group on Friday, Dec 
11.  

At both overnighters, the youth will make 
ornaments; exchange Secret Santa gifts and 
participate in a toy drive benefiting Atlantic 
Street Center.  

Toy Drive: Bring a new, unwrapped 
Christmas present. Jessica will make sure that 
they are delivered to Atlantic Street Center.  

On Dec 21st, from 7:30 to 9:00 pm, both 
youth groups will be caroling at Linda Jack’s 
home. Cookies and cocoa will be provided 
and all ages are welcome!  

On Dec 24th, the youth will be helping to 
set up and run the 5:00 pm Family Christmas 
Service this year and we look forward to 
sharing Christmas Eve with you and yours! 

Advent? What about Christmas? 
You think Christmas starts early with store 

ads that appear in October? Pity poor Father 
Steve Moore, a traditional Episcopal priest 
who goes crazy that churches decorate during 
Advent! 

Traditionally, Advent is a season of 
preparation (like Lent), where the liturgical 
colors are purple and we prepare ourselves for 
the advent of our Lord (hence the name).  

Advent lasts for four Sundays and starts 
with the fourth Sunday before Christmas, 
which means the length of Advent varies.  

Christmas season starts on Christmas Day 
and lasts for twelve days (just like the song–
there really are 12 days of Christmas).  

Of course, in this modern day and age, 
where Christmas is increasingly secular, just 
about every church decorates and sings carols 
during Advent. (Plus, there aren’t many catchy 
Advent songs.)  

Next month: The exciting conclusion to 
the Christmas Season!  

Farestart dinner coming! 
It’s a church dinner and you don’t even 

have to cook anything. Farestart is a restaurant 
in Seattle (7th and Virginia) that serves as a 
training grounds for homeless and 
disadvantaged folks.  

We all know the frustration of ―How can I 
get experience if nobody will hire me?‖ 

Farestart provides training and real-world 
experience so that folks can learn a good solid 
trade (even in bad times, people still eat).  

And here’s where you come in: a bunch 
of folks from CCMI are going to make 
reservations for the third Thursday in January 
(Jan 21, 2010). A sign-up sheet will be posted 
soon. 

Good food for a good cause–what could 
be better? 

Oh, and remember to tip well!  

http://www.pbucc.org/interior_home_special.asp?id=CF2
http://www.pbucc.org/interior_home_special.asp?id=CF2
http://www.pbucc.org/interior_home_special.asp?id=CF2
http://www.atlanticstreet.org/
http://www.atlanticstreet.org/
http://www.atlanticstreet.org/
http://www.farestart.org/
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Youth Mission  
By Jessica Howard 

It’s still in the planning stages, but this 
spring brings the opportunity for a mission trip 
with our high school students. 

I’m looking into working with our 
conference and other local UCC youth groups 
to plan a trip to Yakima.  

If you have other ideas for our mission 
trip, I look forward to hearing them, please 
drop me an email. Also, if you have time in 
your schedule to help plan and execute this 
trip, please let me know, we’ll need at least 
one other adult for the trip. 

A Scottish Party  
Each month from October through May, 

the local chapter of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society meets at CCMI for dancing.  

On December 11th, they will have a 
―Ceilidh,‖ which is Gaelic for ―Big party that 
everybody is invited to,‖ starting at 7:30 pm. 
Admission is $14 per person. 

There will be live music featuring Calum 
MacKinnon's Ceilidh Band, a silent auction, 
various and sundry stories, songs, and poetry 
and lots of dancing.  

Scottish country dancing will look familiar 
because it’s where Square Dancing (and 
Contra dancing) comes from. It’s a very social 
form of dancing where you might dance with 
four other people in a single dance! 

Dances at the Ceilidh are simple and 
explained before each dance and it’s good 
exercise and great fun.  

Everyone is invited, and you don’t have to 
wear a kilt–although there will be plenty of 
kilts there! 

More information: http://www.rscds-
seattle.org/calendar.htm  

Christmas sing-along service 
At the Sunday service on December 27th, 

Erich will be leading us in a Christmas Carol 
Sing-along.  

We calculate the odds at about 98.3% that 
there will be no snow on that Sunday, and 
that everyone will be able to easily and safely 
make it into church.  

Besides, this is probably the last chance 
you’ll get for another year to sing the good 
old-fashioned Christmas songs. And it’s only 
the third day of Christmas! 

Seeking old photos of Mercer 
Island 

The Mercer Island Historical Society is 
looking for old photos of Mercer Island for a 
new history book of the Island. The 
organization is especially seeking photos of the 
downtown area and landmarks around the 
Island, as well as photos depicting events and 
organizations.  

The photos will be scanned and returned 
to the owner, and credited in the book. 
Contact Jane Meyer Brahm, 232-0701 or 
meyermi@comcast.net for more information. 

Eating disorder group 
A support group for those with eating 

disorders has recently started meeting on 
Mercer Island. There are support groups for 
those with eating disorders and for friends and 
family.  

The eating disorders these folks focus on is 
for people who are not eating enough, such as 
anorexia nervosa or bulimia nervosa.  

The Eating Disorders Support Group meets 
the first and third Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 
pm at the Mercer Island Community Center. 
For more information, contact 
edsg@comcastg.net.  

mailto:jessica@ucc-ccmi.org?subject=Ideas%20for%20Youth%20Group%20Mission%20trip
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/calendar.htm
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/calendar.htm
mailto:meyermi@comcast.net
mailto:edsg@comcastg.net?subject=Eating%20Disorders%20Support%20Group


Page 9 

All in the family 
By Carole Taylor 

We bid a fond farewell to Laura Gregg, 
who faithfully served as Office Manager for 
the last 18 months. Her husband, Robert 
Gidley, is filling in as Interim Office Manager.  
We will miss her very much. In case you 
missed it, check out all the improvements she 
has made on our web site. 

Many thanks to the Fellowship 
committee for the fun pancake brunch 
Covenant Sunday. Special thanks to Cheryl 
and Greg Malcham who cooked all of the 
delicious pancakes. Cheryl’s secret is to add 
an egg to the Krusteaz mix. 

The Prayer Chain team invites you to join 
us in praying for recovery and God’s peace for 
the following members of our faith family 
(specific information removed for on-line 
edition): 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with Dan 
Hanson.   

 Our thoughts and prayers are with Don, 
Bethany and Nate Patterson. 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with Pat 
Braman. 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with Patty 
Gerard. 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Karen Kasonic.  

 Our thoughts and prayers are with Lois 
Robertson.  

 Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Elinor Smith’s. 

If you have any requests for prayers please 
call or email Carole Taylor, 425-827-3906, 
taylorskiers@comcast.net. We are now using 
email for those who have it and telephone for 
those who don’t. We have 3 teams of 5 
members each and would love to add more to 
the chain. 

We’re all in this together 
 By Susan Moon 

One of the experiences I’ve had as 
Moderator is a ―behind the scenes‖ look at the 
church. There are so many pieces that I had 
no idea about, and one of them is when we 
send cards and/or flowers to the sick or 
bereaved.  

Did you know there is an actual policy, 
drafted by Diaconate and followed by the 
office? Once the office is notified of the death 
of a member of the immediate family of a 
congregant, we send flowers. Otherwise,  a 
volunteer for CCMI sends a card (Thank You, 
Alice Fenske!). 

How does that notification occur? That’s 
the part we need to make sure we are all 
helping with. Most of the notifications come 
through the wonderful participants in the 
prayer chain.  

However, if you know that someone has 
an ill relative, is ill or having surgery 
themselves, or lost a beloved family member, 
please call and leave a message at the office.  

It’s so much better for CCMI to have too 
many notifications than too few, and we don’t 
want anyone to be missed. This is especially 
important as we transition office managers, 
but will always remain important as we 
continue to care for each other and our 
community.  

It’s one of the blessings of being members 
of a small church, that we can directly care for 
each other, so let’s take advantage of it. 

 

http://www.ucc-ccmi.org/
mailto:taylorskiers@comcast.net
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Special Bonus Tracks 
 By Robert Gidley 

Remember when Compact Disks first 
came out? Record companies enticed us to 
buy them by including ―bonus tracks‖ of songs 
that didn’t fit onto the vinyl version of the 
album. And since the vinyl version could only 
hold about 40 minutes of music, and a CD 
could easily handle 60 minutes, just about 
every CD had bonus tracks. 

Well, this is the same thing, only in print. 
It doesn’t matter how many pages are in the 
electronic version of The BRIDGE, because it’s 
not printed on paper.  

But for the printed version, it does matter, 
because I want to avoid blank pages. And I’ve 
never liked printing ―This page intentionally 
left blank‖ on blank pages (for starters, just 
printing that phrase means the page isn’t 
blank).  

So, to avoid a blank page, this page 
contains some special ―Bonus Tracks‖ for 
those readers who still like the comforting feel 
of ink on paper (or toner on paper).  

Enjoy! Pretty soon, all newspapers will be 
electronic and house training dogs will be 
very, very expensive.  

Room names 
Room names have been decided! Next 

month, we’ll have maps and stuff, but for 
now, here’s the official list: 

Cana: the room formerly known as the 
Bridal Suite, it’s the one on the second floor, 
above the kitchen. Remember that Cana is 
where Jesus performed his first miracle 
(turning water into wine at a wedding).  

Upper Room: the room that’s directly 
above the office.  

Down Center: The entire area downstairs 
(I think this is what it was always called, but 
now it’s official). 

Mayflower & Speedwell: The two side-
by-side rooms downstairs, along the north 

side. Our long ago ancestors were the Puritans 
who left England because they were fed up 
with the snotty Anglicans running everything. 
(The UCC is a direct descendent of the 
Puritans.) 

The Mayflower we all know as one of the 
ships that brought them here. The other ship 
was the Speedwell. It didn’t get far, though. It 
sank as it was leaving the harbor and 
everybody piled onto the Mayflower. 

 Ark: The big room downstairs. The word 
―Ark‖ only appears in two contexts in the Old 
Testament. There’s Noah’s Ark and the Ark of 
the Covenant (the one Indiana Jones found).  

Forum: The smaller room downstairs. The 
forum in ancient Rome was a public gathering 
place that hosted political discussions, 
meetings and so forth. Today,‖forum‖ also 
refers to on-line discussion groups. And the 
room downstairs. 

MASTHEAD 
The Bridge is a monthly publication of the 
Congregational Church on Mercer Island. It usually 
comes out the last week of the month, but this month–
woo! We had the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
scheduled for the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and 
all the time that would have been spent on The Bridge 
got spent on making up 200 service bulletins.  

And, of course, along about Tuesday, we had the sudden 
realization that the Sunday bulletins were also going to 
need to be done by Wednesday (since the office was 
closed on Thursday and Friday). Steam was coming out 
of the copier! 

The office staff was certainly happy to see Thanksgiving 
roll around! And thank you, Jesus, for keeping all the 
equipment working. 

Anyway, pretend that you got this last week, and all the 
Thanksgiving references will make sense. And next 
month, it’ll be earlier. Unless there’s some holiday or 
another we’ve overlooked.  

Editor: Robert Gidley 

Introducer of mistakes into articles written by other 
people: Robert Gidley  

Writer of articles with no bylines: Robert Gidley 

Our favorite quote this month: ―Christmas is not an 
emergency.‖ 
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December birthdays 
December 1 Matthew Hanson December 18 Carol Hoyt 

December 5 Dana Jorgenson December 20 Carole Taylor 

December 7 Solomon Knapp December 27 Catherine Ferguson 

December 12 Pascale Daniel December 28 Dan Hanson 

December 12 Joe Gelzer December 28 Henry Warburton 

December 13 Lois Robertson  

Special groups at CCMI  
2nd Saturday 7:30 am  Men’s Breakfast Library 

Wednesdays 7:45 pm Bible Study Library 

 6:30 pm Middle School Youth U1 

Thursdays 6:15 pm Bible Study U6 

 7:30 pm Choir Sanctuary 

Sundays 6:00 pm High School Youth Downcenter 

Stewardship thoughts for December 2009 

December 6 Stewardship applies to all ages. 

December 13 Treasure can be abstract as well as tangible. 

December 20 The true Christmas is training for responding to God’s call. 

December 27 We are the inheritors of the past and the testators of the future. 

December lectionaries 
December 6th Mal 3:1–4 or Bar 5:1–9; Luke 1:68–79; Phil 1:3–11; Luke 3:1–6 

December 13th Zeph 3:14–20; Isa 12:2–6; Phil 4:4–7; Luke 3:7–18 

December 20th Micah 5:2–5a; Luke 1:46b–55 or Ps 80:1–7; Hub 10:5–10; Luke 1:39–45 (46–
55) 

December 24th Isa 9:2–7; Ps 96; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 (15–20) 

December 27th  1 Sam 2:18–20, 26; Ps 148; Col 3:12–17; Luke 2:41–52 
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December 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
  
 
 
 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

2  9:00-noon BCC 
 
 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 
7:45 pm (Library) 

3   9:00-noon BCC 
 
 
Bible Study 6:15 pm U6 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

4 
 
 
 
Private Rental 
5ï11 pm 

5  Piano 9 am ï 1 pm 
Hwy Exit 9 Cleanup 8 am 
10  to noon HAAW (Sanctuary) 
10:00 am HAAW (DC) 
 
Private Rental 3ïmidnight  

6  ADVENT 2 
Communion & 
 Sunday School  10:30 am 
 
7 pm ñUnconqueredò 
 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

9  9:00-noon BCC 
 
 
 
 
 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 7:45 pm 

10   9:00-noon BCC 
 
 
Bible Study 6:15 pm U6 
PNWAS Rental (DC) 
7ï10 pm 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
 
RSCDS Christmas 
Ceilidh 5ï11 pm  

12  Piano 9 am ï 1 pm 
Menôs Breakfast 7:30 am 
Work Party 9 am 
 
 

13  ADVENT 3 
Worship and 
Sunday School 10:30 am 
 
 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

14 
 
 
 
Committees meet 
7:30 pm 

15   
 
6:30 ï 9:00 pm 
Academy Chamber 
Orchestra Concert 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

16  9:00-noon BCC 
 
 
 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 
Bible Study 7:45 pm 

17  9:00-noon BCC 
 
 
Bible Study 6:15 pm U6 
Voice lessons 7:00 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

18 
 
  
  
 

19  Piano 9 am ï 1 pm 

20  ADVENT 4 
Worship and 
Sunday School 10:30 am 
 
 
HS Youth 6:00 pm 

21   
 
 
 
Council meets 
7:00 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
Duplicate Bridge 7 pm 

23 
 
JANUARY BRIDGE 
DEADLINE 
 

24  
 
Family Service 5:00 pm 
 
Candlelight Service 
11:00 pm 

25 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

26  

27 Worship and 
Sunday School 10:30 am 
 

28   29 
 

30 
 
 
MS Youth 6:30 pm 

31 
 

  

Church office hours are 9 am to 2 pm, Monday through Thursday; 9 am to noon on Friday.  



 

Congregational Church on Mercer Island 
United Church of Christ 
4545 Island Crest Way 
Mercer Island, WA 98040-4443 

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the Congregational Church on Mercer Island is: 
to nurture all seekers on their paths to know and serve God. 

Congregational Church on Mercer Island Staff Directory 

Mark Travis, Pastor – 206-232-7800; mark@ucc-ccmi.org 
Erich Parce, Director of Music Ministry – 425-271-7679; erichparce@aol.com 
Jessica Howard, Coordinator of Children’s & Youth Ministry – 206-232-7800; jessica@ucc-ccmi.org 
Katelyn O’Keefe, Nursery Care Coordinator – 206-232-7800 
Robert Gidley, Interim Office Manager – 206-232-7800; office@ucc-ccmi.org 
Web Site: www.ucc-ccmi.org 
Deadlines: Sunday Bulletin, Thursdays, noon • BRIDGE, 3rd Wednesday of the month, 2:00 pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays, 10:30 am to 4:00 pm • Other times by appointment 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm • Fridays 9:00 am – noon 

 


